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Why reader’s workshop?

Instruction that is 
“one-size-fits-all”

Then Now

Instruction designed 
to meet all students 
where they are at



Reader’s workshop classrooms...
● Have routines and structures that are 

simple and predictable

● Help teachers address individual 

student needs

● Explicitly teach strategies

● Support small group work

● Harness the power of a learning 

community as a way to bring all 

learners together



Strategies
● Partner Reading
● “Turn and Talk”
● Interactive read alouds
● Sight words
● Guided reading groups



The Workshop Model



Mini-lesson
● 7-12 minutes long

Teaching a new skill or 
strategy, guiding student 

practice and 
conversations

Listening, talking to 
partner, practicing the 

skill



Independent reading - guided reading - Conferences
● 20 minutes long

Teaching small groups 
(instructional level)

Or
Individual student 

conferences

Reading at independent level
Small groups - instructional 

level
Individual conferences



Partner reading
- 20 minutes long

Teaching small groups 
(instructional level)

Or
Partner conferences

Reading at independent 
level with a partner on a 

similar level



Share out
- 20 minutes long

Assessing and observing

Teaching small groups 
(instructional level)

Or
Partner conferences



How to help your student at home



Have a routine
● Make reading part of your everyday routine and schedule
● Make it a special and fun time with your child



“Just Right skills”
● Check with your child’s teacher to see what level they 

are currently working on
● Pick a “just right book”
● Kindergarten A-D, Grade 1 E-I
● Choose one skill to focus on (see handout)



model
1. Talk about the books you are reading.
2. When you go to the library/bookstore to get books for kids make sure you grab one for yourself. 
3. Take reading material with you when you travel.
4. Get a newspaper/blog/magazine subscription for yourself. 
5. Ask for book gifts for yourself for holidays and birthdays.

Article from: McDonald, Allison. “5 Ways to Be a Reading Role Model.” Scholastic, 
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/books-and-reading/raise-a-reader-blog/5-ways-to-be-reading-role-model.print.html.



It doesn’t always have to be a “just right”book!


